Of 222 Vibrio cholerae isolates from diverse clinical and environmental sources, 219 produced visible growth in alkaline peptone broth when incubated overnight at 42°C. In field trials conducted to compare enrichment at incubation temperatures of 42 and 35°C, signfficantly higher rates of isolation (P < 0.05) and recovery (P < 0.01) of V. chokrae from oysters were observed at 42°C.
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Seafood-associated Vibrio cholerae infections in the United States (2, 14, 17) have resulted in increased surveillance of seafoods and estuarine environments for V. cholerae (3-5, 10-12, 16 ). Variations of methods described in the Bacteriological Analytical Manual (7, 8) have been used in these surveys.
Originally, thiosulfate-citrate-bile salts-sucrose (TCBS) agar was directly inoculated with fecal specimens obtained from patients with clinical cholera symptoms (13) . Such direct plating was effective because high V. cholerae concentrations are usually present in stools, and remaining fecal flora is either inhibited or easily differentiated (9) . Because foods may contain low numbers of V. cholerae, a 6-to 8-h selective enrichment in alkaline peptone broth was included before isolation on TCBS agar (7). The current Bacteriological Analytical Manual (8) recommends dual enrichment in alkaline peptone broth and gelatin-phosphate salt broth at 35°C for 6 to 8 h and isolation on TCBS, gelatin-phosphate salt, and gelatin agars. Although environmental V. cholerae surveys have used numerous methods, overnight enrichment in alkaline peptone broth with isolation on TCBS has been used most frequently in the United States (3-5, 11, 12) .
V. cholerae often occurs in low numbers, and its colonial morphology is similar to that of other estuarine microflora; thus, the sensitivity and specificity of existing V. cholerae isolation methods may be limited. Confirmation rates for suspected V. cholerae organisms from TCBS are low, and screening procedures do not always eliminate falsepositives. Growth at 42°C distinguishes V. cholerae from many other estuarine bacterial species; hence, incubation of V. cholerae in alkaline peptone broth at 42°C should increase its specificity for V. cholerae by inhibiting the interfering microflora.
The objectives of this study were to determine the ability of V. cholerae isolates to grow at 420C and to compare recovery of V. cholerae from oysters (Crassostrea gigas) after enrichment in alkaline peptone broth at 35 Oysters were collected at various U.S. Pacific Coast sites and examined within 6 h of collection. They were scrubbed, shucked, and blended for 90 s (1). Duplicate 25-ml portions of each oyster homogenate were inoculated into separate flasks containing 225 ml of alkaline peptone broth; one flask was incubated at 35°C, and the other was incubated at 42°C. After overnight incubation, the pellicle growth from each flask was streaked onto TCBS plates and incubated overnight at 35°C; sucrose-positive (yellow) colonies were selected and identified by Bacteriological Analytical Manual procedures (8) .
Qualitative data for isolation of V. cholerae were compared by using McNemar's chi-square statistic (6) . Productivity ratios (number of isolates per test portion) were compared by using the paired t test (15 
